


Introduction 

 

Welcome to our Celebration of Library Walk. This booklet has been produced 

by the Friends of Library Walk to show the beauty and distinctiveness of one of 

Manchester's most unique urban places, and to demonstrate the depth of 

positive feeling to this cherished public space. We aim to represent the 

strength of opposition to the proposed plans for the development of a glass 

walkway in Library Walk. 

 

The Friends of Library Walk formed quickly after the publication of the plans in 

May 2012, and brought together local residents, architectural and urban design 

experts, and different interest groups to combine our efforts to celebrate 

Library Walk and bring attention to the plans. The thousands of supporters of 

the campaign value Library Walk for a very wide variety of reasons, some 

abstract, some practical, and some personal. Likewise, opposition to the plans 

has been driven by diverse concerns and issues. This leaflet accounts for many 

of these, but is only a snapshot of the responses the campaign has received 

from all over Manchester and beyond. Over 1300 people have now signed our 

petition opposing the plans, we have had hundreds of emails of support, and 

our recent celebration event attracted crowds and a very positive press 

response. 

 

We hope this booklet gives voice to some of the passion – and practical 

arguments – aroused by the plans for Library Walk. We would like to support 

the Council in opening a robust public debate about the future of Library Walk 

and how we can work together to best preserve its glory for the benefit of 

everyone. 

"I believe change should happen but 

that it should happen, in Ian Simpson’s 

own words, “as long as it’s done in a 

respectful way that’s fair.” There has 

been nothing fair about the sneaky way 

the planning application has gone in, 

after 3 years of work being proposed for 

the transformation of the Town Hall." 

 - Emily 

“The crime statistics and incident 

reports for Library Walk are negligible, 

Whereas the breath taking beauty of the 

architecture, the sense of scale, history 

and space intrinsic to the walk through 

between the Town Hall and the Library 

are certainly attested to.” 

 - Polly 

“There is already a side entrance door 

from the library onto Library Walk. By 

opening up as a doorway one of the 

deep windows in the New Town Hall 

opposite, people would be able to cross 

easily from one to the other.” 

 - Peter 

“When a city starts giving up its streets, 

squares and public spaces it is on the 

rocky road to being comprised of 

anonymous and alienating areas that 

lose all meaning to its citizens.” 

 - George 

“This proposal, at a very late stage, 

suggests that the linkage of the two 

buildings in the way originally permitted 

was in fact flawed, a flaw which has only 

recently been realised. If the expensive 

underground link will not provide the 

benefits promised or even be used, or if 

the decision to distribute public-facing 

services between two buildings isn’t a 

very good one in management terms, 

then this should have been resolved 

before the jackhammers went in.” 

 - John, Crumpsall 

“These squeezed thoroughfares between 

some of Manchester's most historic 

architecture give us a sense of our city's 

history - and can inspire daydreams and 

creative ideas as we pass through every 

day and evening. Please don't restrict 

access with these proposals.” 

 - Lesa 

“Library Walk has considerable personal 

significance to myself and my husband 

as we were wed in Town Hall and we’d  

hoped to have our wedding 

photographs taken in the walkway. We 

feel that the changes will have an 

adverse effect on what can only be 

described as a beautiful space.” 

- Kathryn 

"The heritage report fails to properly 

assess the importance of the space and 

resorts to contentious and subjective 

statements. I believe that a detailed 

argument could be made that Library 

Walk is a nationally and, perhaps, 

internationally significant urban space." 

- Dominic 

“Public spaces are an endangered 

species - we can't afford to lose any 

more if we value democracy.” 

 - Katrina 

"It is the most beautiful spot in 

Manchester." 

 - Matt 



What the public say: some of the hundreds of 
comments received opposing the plans 

“This is a public thoroughfare and 

should be left as such. Arguing that 

because people urinate on this street is 

not a strong enough argument to deny 

rights of way to citizens of the city.  If 

we are to start closing every pedestrian 

highway which is urinated on, then we 

should close them all.  This is a city 

worthy of grand public spaces.” 

 - Andrea 
"This walkway really is a hidden gem in 

Manchester. I remember over ten years 

ago walking down it for the first time, I 

was rushing across town, double busy 

and it actually stopped me in my tracks. 

It made me appreciate a whole lot more 

what Manchester is and was, a great city 

with lots 

of history." 

 - Dale, Rossendale 

“I love Library Walk because of the 

sensuous curves, the glimpses of the sky 

and a unique streetscape, the respite for 

pedestrians, the sheer beauty of a place 

that is hard to describe but that I 

cherish.” 

 - Morag, Moss Side 

"I live very close to Library Walk - this is 

my ‘back yard’. Restricting the use of 

this public street will detrimentally 

affect my ability to move around the 

city freely. I currently have to go out of 

my way to go all the way around the 

Town Hall Extension and Library while 

the walk is closed and this is in danger 

of becoming a permanent 

inconvenience." 

 - Simon, City Centre 

"This solution is an incredibly mediocre 

compromise for the public of Greater 

Manchester. The link building itself is 

likely too small to be useful and 

introduces a blockage along Library 

Walk of two sets of automatic doors. 

Passing pedestrians will see such an 

obstruction and simply walk around." 

 - Anthony 

“The plans for Library Walk are nothing 

less than the privatisation of public 

space and are a misuse of public funds 

on an unwanted folly when basic social 

services are being cut.” 

- Martin 

"I have used this walk on thousands of 

occasions during my 46 years in 

Manchester at all times of the day. I wish 

to carry on using it in the future." 

 - Richard 

"There are plenty of narrow alleyways in 

Manchester, many of which I wouldn't 

walk down alone, it's obviously 

impractical to gate them all off, so it 

seems misjudged to make such a 

beautiful walkway, which in my opinion 

feels quite safe, a priority." 

 - Jennifer, Heywood 

“Library Walk, already damn near perfect in its materials, proportions, 

orientation, volume, geometry and scale, must not be damaged in any way. 

(And it must) maintain an unimpeded through route between Mount Street 

and St Peter’s Square.” 

 - Phil Griffin, Manchester architecture writer 

  Responses to the proposals 

“...the proposed new ‘Library Walk Link’, at ground level, will simply duplicate 

the subterranean link between the two buildings. It is therefore not essential 

and the public benefits this would bring about would not outweigh the harm to 

the heritage assets.” 

 - The Twentieth Century Society 

“It's possible, for a moment, to be overtaken by the place and forget where 

you're going or why, but feel part of a shared heritage and cityscape that exists 

on a grand scale. Library Walk is a place that is unlike any other in Manchester.”   

 - Natalie Bradbury, Manchester writer 

“Library Walk is familiar to thousands of people in Manchester city centre who 

for decades have been walking back and forth along its curving path at all 

times of the day and also at night in all seasons and weather conditions. It's 

one of the few corners of Manchester where you can gain respite from many of 

the often annoying aspects of contemporary British city life.” 

 - from an article published by Aidan O’Rourke, writer and photographer,  

   April 2010 

“Library Walk is a very well used passageway and a delightful one too. We are 

particularly worried that MCC feel that adding a gate to what is presently an 

open walkway will make it seem safer. We are adamant that more accessibility, 

not less, makes the city a safer place for women and men. Please do not let 

Library Walk become gated - if you pass this application it sets a precedent for 

pedestrian routes though Manchester to become blocked off.” 

 - Manchester Women’s Design Group 



“Permeability of urban fabric is a key tenet of successful urban design, a lesson 

which this current proposal has not learnt, and which will be negated by the 

proposed construction of gates.” 

 - Eamonn Canniffe, Manchester School of Architecture 

“The Greater Manchester Ramblers Association works hard with all the councils 

in the area to maintain and improve walking routes for everyone, which is just 

as important in the middle of a busy city as it is on the top of a windy moor.  

We were disappointed that Manchester City Council appear to have suddenly 

decided to restrict access to a very popular, useful, and arguably much-loved 

footpath and as a result we support the aims of the campaign.” 

- Greater Manchester Ramblers Association 

“There is a tremendous opportunity for creative lighting designers to utilise 

the unique architectural features of Library Walk to create an atmospheric, but 

safe and welcoming place, whilst maintaining the route for open access.  

Manchester could learn a lot from cities such as Lyon, which already utilise 

interesting and innovative technologies to light the public realm and 

encourage greater use of the city at night.  It is well established that well lit and 

busy places, with high levels of pedestrian movement, produce much safer 

urban environments, without recourse to excessive use of barricades and 

fences. The night-time economy of Manchester is central to maintaining jobs 

and investment in a time of austerity, and is something which should be 

promoted by the City Council.” 

- Dr Steve Millington, Manchester Metropolitan University 

“Although MDPAG welcomes the proposals for new entrances to the Library 

and the Town Hall Extension, it considers that the expensive proposals and 

design for a covered area and gated entrance to Library Walk creates additional 

access barriers for disabled people which have not been fully addressed and are 

not required to make the area more accessible. Closure of this route in the 

evenings would actually make access more difficult to St Peter’s Square and 

Metrolink and other facilities around St Peter’s Square.” 

 - Manchester Disabled People’s Access Group 

“Contrary to the ‘historical statement’ attached to the application, the space 

between the two buildings is a considered piece of urban planning and clearly 

part of the original designs by Harris. Any structure put into that space will 

compromise the integrity of the two Grade II* listed buildings, and will cause 

the loss of an historical, well-known and much appreciated streetscape - the 

sight lines, revealing The Friends Meeting House at one end and the Cenotaph 

at the other are “glorious and not accidental”. These views, along with the clear 

view to the upper stories and the sky would be spoiled. “ 

 - Manchester Modernist Society 

“The case for the addition of a link between the Central Library and Town Hall 

Extension, as presented in the applicant's Heritage Statement, is unconvincing. 

...the link would cause harm to the significance of the Central Public Library 

and Town Hall Extension and that such harm requires clear and robust 

justification.”   

 - Ancient Monuments Society 

“Street urination and other such anti-social behaviour is likely to occur in 

darker areas away from the crowds and out of view. Lighting therefore plays an 

important role, as does the level of pedestrian footfall. A well lit and highly 

trafficked pedestrian area is much less likely to suffer from this issue. In 

improving this area the local authority are likely to increase both of these 

factors for the better. Closing the area off at night would prevent the full 

benefits of these investments to be actualised. There are many other areas in 

Manchester City Centre that similarly suffer from anti-social behaviour such as 

street urination. Closing Library Walk in the evening would likely have a 

displacement effect. Rather than closing the area at night, a combination of the 

previously mentioned design factors and an enhanced cleansing regime would 

greatly assist in counteracting any odour issues faced in Library Walk.” 

 - Dr Victoria Henshaw, Manchester Architecture Research Centre 

“The statements in the Heritage Statement and elsewhere concerning use as a 

‘public toilet’, suffering from being 'poorly lit' and not currently providing 'a 

welcoming environment, particularly late at night', are empty-headed.” 

 - Jonathan Schofield, editor, Manchester Confidential 


